
 
 
To: 

The Rt Hon David Lammy 

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Affairs 

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

24 March 2025 

Dear David Lammy, 

Acknowledgment and Further Urgent Actions on Accountability for Genocide in Sri Lanka 

On behalf of the victims and survivors of the genocide committed against the indigenous Tamil population in 

Sri Lanka, I extend our sincere gratitude to the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) for 

imposing sanctions on Shavendra Silva, Wasantha Karannagoda, Jagath Jayasuriya, and Vinayagamoorthy 

Muralitharan (Karuna Amman). This decisive action is an important step towards justice and sends a clear 

message that the UK will not tolerate impunity for war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. 

The imposition of these sanctions has given survivors and the families of victims renewed hope that 

accountability is possible. However, true justice requires further urgent measures. Therefore, we respectfully 

urge the UK Government to: 

• Expand Sanctions to All Perpetrators – The UK must take the lead in ensuring that all individuals 

responsible for genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity in Sri Lanka face targeted 

sanctions, including travel bans and asset freezes. The list of sanctioned individuals must reflect the 

full scale of the atrocities committed. 

• Prevent War Criminals from Holding Diplomatic Positions – Successive Sri Lankan governments have 

systematically appointed individuals accused of war crimes to diplomatic posts, enabling them to 

evade accountability while representing Sri Lanka on the global stage. We urge the UK to impose 

restrictions preventing war criminals from using diplomatic immunity as a shield against prosecution. 

• Support an Independent International Investigation into the Genocide – The UK has long been a 

champion of justice and human rights. In keeping with this commitment, we call on the UK 

Government to push for an independent international investigation into the genocide of Tamils in Sri 

Lanka. Such an investigation is critical to ensuring accountability, preventing future atrocities, and 

upholding the principles of international law. 

Genocide is not just a crime of the past; it is a continuing threat in Sri Lanka and beyond. The failure to hold 

perpetrators accountable emboldens other state actors to commit similar crimes. By taking further action, the 

UK can lead by example and reinforce the international legal order against genocide and crimes against 

humanity. 

Once again, we express our deep appreciation for the UK’s leadership in promoting justice for the Tamil 

people. We remain committed to working with the FCDO and other international partners to ensure that all 

those responsible for these heinous crimes are brought to justice. 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these urgent matters further and look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs Ambihai K Selvakumar BSc, MSc, FCCA, MBA 

Director, Country Coordinator, and Executive Member 

International Centre for the Prevention and Prosecution of Genocide (ICCPG) 


